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ABOUT THE PLEDGE GROUP 

 

We have gathered over 2,500 people at our two Annual Shrink the Divide Gatherings. 

We have assembled 100s of leaders from across the city to help overcome the existing racial divide. 

We have assisted in defusing volatile situations in our area. 

We have launched 30 Shrink the Divide discussion groups across the community for open dialogue. 

We are witnessing God change hearts toward racial unity within the Body of Christ! 

 

I PLEDGE TO LOVE MY NEIGHBOR AS MYSELF AND TO REJECT MY OWN TENDENCY TO DISTANCE MYSELF 
FROM THOSE DIFFERENT FROM ME. 

In My Daily Context, I will recognize and engage with persons of other races, speaking a warm greeting to 
them as fellow travelers on the journey of life. 

In My Prayers, I will pray regularly for racial unity and harmony and for spiritual revival in our shared 
local communities and in our nation. 

In My Personal Initiative, I will pro-actively foster and deepen relationships with persons across racial, 
socio-economic, ethnic and denominational lines. 

 

OUR PLEDGE  

 

OUR IMPACT  

 

Our events seek to intentionally gather a diverse group of people and to inspire us to take the next step in 
our respective journey toward Shrinking the Divide. 

What can we each do? 

Personally examine your heart and repent of racial prejudice and sin. 

Participate in new Shrink the Divide video series for churches and other groups. 

Join a Shrink a Divide Small Group. 

Take part in our quarterly assemblies and others events. 

Connect with others who have a passion for racial reconciliation at our events and assemblies. 

Intentionally build relationships with people who are different from us. 

Carry forward The Pledge and its  3 commitments. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO  

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR SPEAKERS 

s   e   v   e   n 
 

CHRIS SINGLETON knows adversity.  His mother, Sharonda Coleman 
Singleton, was murdered along with eight other victims at Mother 
Emanuel A.M.E. Church in downtown Charleston on June 17, 
2015.  After they had opened the Bible to passages from the Gospel 
of Mark, Dylann Roof, a 21-year old, white zealot who wanted to start 
a race war in America, shot in cold blood these brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Chris joined others in inspiring his city and our nation by 
graciously forgiving the man who snuffed out his mother’s life.  Chris 
declares that: “Love is stronger than hate.” 
 
 

 

MARSHALL BLALOCK serves as Senior Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Charleston, the oldest of Southern Baptist churches and 
organized in 1682.  The racially motivated Emanuel Church killing 
in Charleston in 2015 was a seminal moment for him as he was a 
colleague of Rev. Clementa Pinkney, Emanuel’s slain 
pastor.  Impacting deeply within him the urgency for racial 
reconciliation, Dr. Blalock has been used by God to build bridges 
for reconciliation in Charleston and beyond.  

  
 

 

ANTHONY THOMPSON serves as Pastor of Holy Trinity Reformed 
Episcopal Church of Charleston, six blocks from Emanuel A.M.E. 
Church.  Everything drastically changed on June 17, 2015 when his 
wife Myra was one of nine people murdered in the hate crime at 
Mother Emanuel Church. Rev. Thompson stood in court at the 
charged killer’s bond hearing, two days later, addressing the 
young, self-styled white supremacist with a message of forgiveness - 
“I forgive you.  My family does too” - and an invitation to faith in 
Christ.  

  
adult children and five grandchildren.  

 

Chris shares his personal experiences of this ordeal and his steadfast belief that God can guide you 
through any storm which you will ever encounter. Chris is a former professional baseball player 
with the Chicago Cubs. He has traveled our Country passionately speaking to over 35,000 
students.  Chris has also spread his message shared with 54 organizations in 2019 and lined up 27 
universities so far this year.  He has been featured on ESPN’s E:60, Sports Illustrated CNN, and USA 
Today. 

 

 

 

As First Baptist’s pastor since 1997, Dr. Blalock is leading this historic church into a Biblical 
vision for the next generation.  The church has refocused on the Great Commission, creating 
inner-city ministries, initiating reading mentor programs in Title One schools, and developing 
mission partnerships in Asia and North Africa. He and Cathy are the parents of three adult 
children, all married, and one grandson.  

 

 

Through the pain of grief, Thompson has shared the message of Biblical forgiveness and God's 
transforming grace with audiences nation-wide.  His book, Called to Forgive, tells his gripping 
personal story. Reverend Thompson is a US Navy veteran.  He retired after 27 years of service as 
a South Carolina Probation-Parole Agent.  He has been a minister since 1995 and the pastor of 
Holy Trinity Church since 2010.  Thompson and his late wife Myra have three and five 
grandchildren. 


